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Impertinent fchools, with mufty dull rules, 
Have. reading to females denied ; 

So Papifts refufe the Bible to ufe, 
Left flocks fhould be wife as their guide. 


’T was woman at firft (indeed fhe was curft) 
In knowledge that tafted delight ; 
And fages agree, the law fhould decree 
To the fit of poffeffors the right. 
Popr. 





A Mownc the defects in fociety, none are fo dangerous as thofe of 

education. The prefent Paper will be devoted to fome ftri€tures 

on the education of women ; and if in this particular [ fhould in any 

refpect differ from the opinion of the Ladies, I hope they will not 

rafhly decide againft me, till at leaft they have read this Number three 

times over. It is not here intended to give a fyftem, but only to point 
out fome errors peculiarly prevalent in Scotland. 

A very flight knowledge of our common courfe of education, would 
lead a ftranger to fufpeét, that all the Scotch’ Ladies were trained up for 
the Stage. ‘To that end all the endeavours of their parents feem to be 
directed. As foon as Mifs can fpeak, and before fhe can write a fen- 
tence, fhe is put under the tuition of the dancing-mafter, the mufic-ma- 
fter, the drawing-mafter, and the French mafter ; and at the fame time 
fhe is initiated in the principles of. drefs. While a girl is entirely igno- 
rant of the moft neceflary branches of knowledge, before fhe can un- 
derftand the moft familiar Englifh books, we put Telemaque and Gil 
Blas into her hand. The vivacity and curiofity of youth makes her go 
through it; and at laft the mafter reports her pretty far advanced. Be 
this as it may, moft of thefe French fcholars foon forget every thing of 
that language, except fome Frenchified Englifh phrafes, which have’ 
been introduced among people of fafhion. And can it be otherwife? 
Is it poflible they fhould intereft themfelves about what they do not 
comprehend? As to dancing, this is their chief pleafure; and mufic 
becomes fubfervient to it. Youth delights in freedom, which they find 
only in the dancing-fchool. Here, however, they are taught minuets, 
and other characteriftic dances, the beauty of which depends fo much 
upon a fenfibility which cannot exift in their tender years. Incapable of 
this enjoyment, the girls feel only a pleafure in jumping reels, as a ~ 
game at romps. Their fole motive to dance a minuet, is the applaufe 
they receive from the {peCtators, or their formal dancing-mafter. Can 
any perfon fail to fee the fource of affectation in this practice? Does 
not a girl thus hecome neceflarily spent ? And is not that age, upon 
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the cultivation of which depends in fo great a meafure, the happinefs, 
not only of their hufbands and children, but of themfelves, {pent in con- 
verting girls into dolls ? . 
Mott of thefe obfervations apply to the method in which young La- 
dies are taught mufic. They.are at the fame tender age fet down 
to a piano forte, to perform complicated pieces they cannot under-. 
ftand, or to fing tender airs they cannot feel. Difgufted, they run (as 
my friend. the Marquis fays) to their favourite reels. In_paffing, it 
may be obferved, that when Ladies attempt to fing Italian fongs, they 
fhould at leaft learn enough of the language to be able to pronounce 
the words. Mufic and dancing are undoubtedly lovely accomplith- 
ments; but our young Ladies being too early initiated-in thefe arts, ac- 
quire bad habits, which few of them can afterwards correct. It is alfo 
ufual to teach girls drawing; but here, again, fimilar errors occur. 
Little Mifs learns to make fome kind of a copy of a flower, or a pattern 
for a ruffle, or a cravat, or perhaps a fort of a landfcape. And here, as 
in the French, the education ftops. The father obferves, that his daugh- 
ter is not to be a painter by profeffion ; and the mother is fo vain of the 
flattery beftowed on her darling, that already fhe thinks her a Kauff- 
man. Iam happy, however, to fee, that from the exertions of fome 
artifts of genius and judgment, there are among the young Ladies of 
Edinburgh ftriking exceptions in this particular, feveral of them ha- 
ving attained a very great proficiency, not only in drawing, but in 
painting. This gives me the greater fatisfaCtion, as I think there is no 
way in which the fair fex can fpend their leifure hours better than in 
cultivating the fine arts. 
, At prefent, however, the general plan is, to have a fimattering of all 
the accomplifhments I have mentioned, without compieting any. A 
Lady, at the end of her College education, can drefs, dance mechani- 
cally, whiftle a tune, commit a few Gallicifms, and go through the 
ceremony of a drawing-room, with a proper degree of affeCtation. But 
during all this time does the young Lady get no knowledge of her own 
language? Yes, fhe learns to read a novel with tolerable facility ; and, 


‘under the tuition of a teacher of eloquence, can repeat by rote half the 


fine things in a collection: fhe can recite a patriotic fpeech of Brutus, 
or, by way of a Sunday evening’s exercife, fome verfes of the 119th 
pfalm, to give her a tafte for poetry. She alfo goes to the writing-fchool ; 
and, in the courfe of time, can not only write a letter to her friends in 
the country, but even fpell it tolerably well ; and the learns the geogra- 
phy of England, by copying the outlines of a map with her needle. 
The knowledge of domeftic affairs, being left to fervants, does not 
come within the plan of polite education. This, as | have already 
faid, is the general run. There are, however, fome fathers, as well as 
mothers, who have the good fenfe to bring up their daughters very 
differently ; but if a young Lady is fent to a boarding-fchool, fhe goes 
through the ufual routine, and emerges into life a perfect coquet. This 
fyftem of education is ill calculated to infpire love in female breafts. Sa- 
tistied with the attentions they receive from men, and the frivolous a- 
mufements in which they are occupied, they look for no farther enjoy- 
ment, dreading in marriage to be incumbered with cares they have been 
little accuftomed to, and afraid of lofing in a great degree thofe pleafures 
which are now their fole delight. I fpeak not here of the higheft claffes ; 
marriage among them is too often but a nominal ceremony, which in #0 
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refpect diminithes their former enjoyments. After the initiatory branches 
of education, follow the refined entertainments of fociety. - Affemblies, 
theatres, card-parties, and other polite amufements, give fathionable 
Ladies the gaiety of high life, while their vanity is not a little foftered by 
the adulation of their attendant fweethearts, who teach them where to 
ftick a pin into the catalogue of the circulating library. The theory of 
novels, they fee imitated on the ftage, if fortunately their previous par- 
ties allow them to come in time to fee any part of the play but the 
laft aét ; or if, in the midft of the converfation of the boxes, they can 
find time to attend to any thing upon the ftage but the drefs and figure 
of the players. The ftudy of drefs, the etiquette of vifiting, and the 
management of their gallants, form the bufinefs of the day ; and a great 
part of their time is paffed in thinking how they fhall fpend the re- 
mainder. 

Without paffion, however, all afpire to marriage: the name of o/d 
maid is proverbially odious ; even the idea of novelty makes them wifh 
to get hufbands. If they meet, what is not uncommon, a man of for- 
tune and rank who is a fool, they purfue with greater fuccefs the 
fame line of life; -but if, unfortunately, the hufband expects a com- 
panion in his wife, or thinks fhe will take a concern in the manage- 
ment of his family, or in the education of his children, both. parties 
are apt to find themfelves very much deceived. Coldnefs, bad hu- 
mour, and quarrels enfue; and, bufy in mutual animofity, theeduca- 
tion of their children forms the leaft part of their attention. The 
daughters are fent to the boarding-{chool, to learn to imitate their mo- 
ther’s accomplifhments. Often, however, Ladies are doomed to a 
{tate of antiquated virginity: having loft all the attractions of youth, 
and without the mental accomplifhments a rational education might 
have furnifhed them, they become altogether difagreeable. Scandal then 
is the bufinefs of their lives, and in their goflipping parties no virtues 
or accomplifhments protect the perfons who are unlucky enough to be 

the theme of their converfation. What particularly excites the gall of 
thefe peevifh virgins, is to fee a young woman, who, having got a bet-. 
ter education than common, employs her time in reading books of ufe- 
ful information. This brings upon her the odious appellation of a 
Learned Lady. I yefterday heard one of thofe fuperannuated damfels 
obferve of a moft refpectable married woman, that fhe was bringing up 
her daughters perfectly as idiots; that they were not allowed a circu- 
lating library, but were obliged by their mother to pore over hiftory 
and geography, and other books only fit for the men; nay, that fhe 
actually found the eldeft of the girls reading»a large folio, called the Ge- 
neral Hiftory ; while Betfey, the youngeft, wanted to perfuade her, that 
the world went round, and that the moon was bigger than all England 
put together. 

I neither expect nor with to fee Mrs Wollftonecraft’s fyftem realifed. 
It is neceflary that the avocations of the two fexes fhould be different. 
Domeftic concerns ought to occupy the greater part of women’s lives. 
But they ought certainly to know enough to be fit companions for men 
of fenfe, and to be able to find amvfement in the yeducation of their 
children, which, efpecially in their younger years, is more particularly 
! the province of the mother. It: is, however, faid, that knowledge 
blunts the tender paffions, and that learned Ladies are always proud. 
4 The former pofition I do not believe. At all events, I am certain, that 
* learning 
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learning has not this. effect in a degree nearly equal to diffipation ; and. 


if learning-makes females proud, it proceeds from two caufes, the very 
{mali. umber of women of that defcription, and becaufe the learning 
of thefe. few is too confined to make them fenfible, and quite fufficient 
to make them vain. Vanity is a conftant attendant upon all fuperficial 
connoiffeurs. Having now ftated what appear to. be the principal de- 
feéts in female education, I may perhaps take a future opportunity of 
pointing out.what I conceive would be improvements. 


Mr PHANTOM, 


I have an only Daughter. Her mother dying when fhe was very 
young, I placed her at one of the firft boarding-fchools. Here the ac- 
quired all the fafhionable accomplifhments ; and as fhe is very hand- 
fome, and-I can give her a good fortune, I had no doubt but I fhould 
be able to get her a Title. Judge, then, my difappointment, when I 
found that fhe has meanly formed an attachment with a young man, 
whofe father cannot leave him L. 200 a-year. What furprifes me moft 
is, that fhe fhould have fixed her affeCtions upon a perfect philofopher, 
one who has never been in the world, and has no ideas of fafhion- 
able life. In what manner, Mr Phantom, can I put a ftop to this childifh 
attachment? Would it not be advifable to bring her from the board- 
ing-fchool, and, giving her the management of my houfe, introduce 
her into the gay world, where fhe may get rid of this foolifh paffion ? 
You have not yet given your opinion about marriage ; but you mutt 
be fenfible of the impropriety of a young Lady, with L. 20,000, thraw- 
ing herfelf away upon fuch a young man as I have de(cribed. 

Joun CHANCEWELL. 


fam equally furprifed with this gentleman, that his daughter, edu- 
cated as fhe has been, fhould have the refolution to form a fteady and 
rational attachment. Inftead of oppofing her, I fhall exert all my {pi- 
ritual power to protect her againft paternal proftitution. I intend foon 
to deliver my fentiments upon marriage ; and I fhall not forget the clafs 
of fathers to which John Chancewell belongs. 





The Public mult be fatisfied, that the charaéter of Robert Duns, in No. XXI. is 
purely ideal; yet I am informed, that a Reverend Author of this city has fuppofed it 
to allude to him. I find alfo, that a Paper made its appearance on Monday laft, entitled, 
“* The Ghoft Extraordinary, not by Mr Phantom.” This publication is really fo con- 
temptible, that I cannot think it poflible it fhould have come from the pen of the gentle- 
man to whom the town afcribes it. I hear it is to be followed by another Paper from 


the fame author. 





Sold by G. Muniz anp Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
The Guost may 





tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. 


alfo be had of Cameron anD Murpocn, Glafgow, and S. Murray, Ruffel Court, 
. London... 














